Supremacy  of  the  British  Soldier 


The  following  letter  of  SIR  ARTHUR  CONAN  DOYLE  speaks 

for  itself 

To  the  Editor  Daily  Chronicle. 

Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  remind  your  readers  how 
completely,  judged  by  every  test,  the  British  soldiers  have 
mastered  the  German  during  the  War. 

After  the  foolish  gibe  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  constant 
sneers  of  the  German  Press,  which  made  merry  for  so  long 
over  our  attempts  to  raise  an  army,  it  is  instructive  to  get 
down  to  the  actual  figures,  which  would  be  infinitely  more 
favourable  if  it  were  not  for  the  losses  in  the  first  week  of 
actual  fighting,  when  we  were  in  the  presence  of  forces  which 
outnumbered  us  by  five  to  one. 

In  prisoners  we  have  at  least  double,  the  British  prisoners  in 
Germany  being  about  34,000  in  number,  while  we  have  close 
upon  70,000  Germans.  Only  during  the  Mons  retreat  have  the 
Germans  taken  any  considerable  number  of  prisoners  from  us. 
Our  losses  during  that  week  came  to  nearly  15,000  men. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  the  Marne,  at  Loos,  again  and 
again  at  the  Somme,  on  the  Ancre,  and  now  at  Arras  and  the 
Vimy  Ridge,  we  have  made  captures  which  run  into  thousands. 

OUR  HAUL  OF  GUNS. 

The  comparison  of  captured  guns  is  even  more  remarkable. 
Our  losses  during  the  Mons  retreat  may  be  put  at  about  60. 
the  great  majority  of  which  were  at  the  glorious  defeat  of  Le 
Cateau.  Afterwards,  the  guns  which  we  have  lost  could  be 
counted  upon  the  fingers  of  one’s  hands.  There  were  two  at 
the  La  Bassee  action  in  October,  1914,  four  heavy  guns  in  the 
poison  gas  action  of  April  23,  t 9 1 5 , and  possibly  one  or  two  at 
different  times,  but  the  total  certainly  could  not  exceed  70. 

Against  this,  we  have  up  to  date  taken  about  200  in  the 
present  fighting,  and  140  in  the  fighting  on  the  Somme. 
Eight  were  taken  in  the  Battery  L action  and  four  by  the 
cavalry  next  day.  Six  were  taken  by  the  Lincolns  on  Sep- 
tember 9,  and  about  a dozen  others,  mostly  disabled,  during 
the  Marne  retreat.  Twenty-one  were  taken  at  Loos. 

Altogether,  our  total  amounts  approximately  to  400  guns, 
as  against  70  which  we  have  lost. 

It  would  be  well  if  some  prominence  could  be  given  to  such 
figures  in  those  little  neutral  countries  where  it  is  not  yet 
understood  that  the  German  soldier  has  found  his  master.  The 
superstition  of  Prussian  supremacy  never  rested  upon  any  very 
firm  basis,  and  now  it  has  been  destroyed  for  ever. 

Giving  our  enemies  credit  for  all  the  military  virtues  which 
they  undoubtedly  possess,  it  has  none  the  less  been  clearly 
shown  that  brave  slaves  led  by  clever  fiends  can  and  will  be 
beaten  by  freemen  led  by  gentlemen. 

ARTHUR  CONAN  DOYLE. 

Windlesham,  Crowborough,  Sussex. 

April  iK,  1917. 


The  following  facts  which  have  been  published 
may  be  added  (May  1st): 

1.  The  only  front  on  which  the  German  troops  have 

retreated  is  the  western  front  where  they  have 
fallen  back  to  a depth  of  over  20  miles  in  places, 
before  the  British  troops. 

2.  While  the  Germans  are  constantly  endeavouring  to 

shorten  their  line,  the  British  troops  have  as 
constantly  been  extending  their  front,  so  that,  not  to 
mention  their  victorious  campaigns  in  Mesopotamia, 
Palestine  and  the  German  Colonies,  they  are  now 
fighting  from  Ypres  to  St.  Quentin. 

3.  Apart  from  the  slight  gains  obtained  by  the  Germans’ 

first  use  of  gas,  they  have  never  secured  any  success 
worthy  of  note  against  the  British  since  the  first 
two  months  of  the  war. 

4.  The  British  now  hold  over  76,000  German  prisoners 

against  the  34,000  British  in  German  hands. 

5.  In  April  alone  they  captured  19,343  officers  and  men, 

257  guns  and  howitzers,  (including  98  heavy  guns 
and  howitzers)  227  trench  mortars  and  470  machine 
guns. 

6.  The  bulk  of  these  prisoners  are  Bavarians.  All  are 

active  or  reserve  troops.  Many  are  Guard  troops. 

7.  The  captured  guns  are  almost  all  in  perfect  condition 

and  one  British  corps  alone  has  formed  “1st,  2nd, 
3rd  Pan -German  groups  ” of  guns,  each  having  a 
sufficient  supply  of  captured  ammunition  to  feed  it. 

8.  The  village  of  Lievin  was  evacuated  on  April  14  in 

such  haste  that  immense  stores  were  left.  There 
was  a great  amount  of  engineering  material,  numbers 
of  telescopes  and  periscopes,  much  electrical  appara- 
tus, numbers  of  railway  wagons,  and  heaps  of 
equipment  for  troops. 

9.  Everywhere  the  toll  of  prisoners  is  but  the  most 

insignificant  part  of  the  German  loss.  At  Lagnicourt 
alone  more  than  1,500  dead  bodies  from  five  regi- 
ments of  the  Prussian  Guard  wrere  buried.  The 
Guard  fled  in  such  confusion  that  they  became 
entangled  in  their  own  wire. 
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